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entered on the more abundant life. Europe began to be
outdistanced in wealth, in economic efficiency, in modernity.
As late as 1867, when Mark Twain and the other tourists of
the Quaker City went to Europe, they were visiting not
only a continent full of interesting relics but a continent
far more advanced in technique and wealth than the United
States. A few years before, young Henry Adams had gazed
with rather horrified interest at the English black country, as
a train whirled him, far faster and far more comfortably
than any American train could, from Liverpool to London.
He knew that he was gazing at a sight unique in the world
and in the history of the world. The American tourist, like
Mark Twain, was overawed by the French railways and
and railway stations, by the wealth and display of the
Paris shops. The "Grands Magasins du Louvre*1 were a sight
as unparalleled in America as the Musee du Louvre.
Effective systems of street lighting, of water supply,
moderately clean streets and smooth roads, these were as
much a European monopoly as Notre Dame or the Colosseum*
Europe as a going concern was deeply impressive. The wealth
of European magnates was stupendous. Bret Harte made
his parody of Disraeli's Lothair turn upon the purchase of
Chicago by the immensely rich young nobleman, Lothaw.
There was even, a few years later, an agitation against
wealthy Englishmen buying up large sections of the United
States. How soon that changed!
The American woman was the the chief gainer. No doubt
most of the money originally passed through men's hands but
women had the spending of it. The American man was freed
from most of the risks and back-breaking physical labours of
crude pioneering, but the pioneer tradition of endless industry,
of more and more, was unaltered by the change in
circumstances. But to the heiress of the pioneer woman, the
sewing machine, an effective system of heating, good oil lamps
burning the good cheap oil sold by Mr. Rockefeller's octopus,
running water in the cities, then in the towns, the coming of
anaesthetics and of less deadly child-bearing, the appearance
of an economic margin to spend on what had been luxuries
and of time in which to spend the margin; these were really
revolutionary changes. Of course they did not come all at
once or universally over the country. In some backward